empycema, and around joints and other areas affected by rheumatism. Moreover, some light may be thrown on the production of general oedema by the consideration of these simple forms, since in them we can exclude the possibility of any general alteration of the blood, which has been adduced by one school of writers as an element in the production of general oedema. There is, indeed, much evidence to show that in every case the real change is in the vessel walls, or in the forces of the circulation; but we may exclude the possibility of error seem that the class of mechanical oedemas is smaller than appears at first sight and that the process is more frequently an active effusion than a mere leakage.
